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Imperialism and America

     In the early years of the twentieth century, the United States became a world power. All of the admirals and presidents during this century were really aggressive and supported Imperialism. The American citizens were also as aggressive as them. They wanted to take care of the other countries that had affairs with another. By helping or taking care of the other countries and having authority on those countries led to the US’s world hegemony.

     The Hawaii islands were very important to merchants that went to China and India across the Pacific. Some American missionaries made Christian schools and churches on the islands. Some Americans even built sugar plantations. The wealth mainly were based on these sugar plantations because that was one of the important goods that were on the islands that can be sold to other countries. A lot of laborers went to Hawaii from the near by islands. The Native Hawaii influence is getting weak and they Hawaiians were outnumbered. The American leaders in Hawaii changed Hawaii’s constitution stating that only the rich were able to vote. Since most of the wealth was from the sugar plantations, and those sugar plantations were owned by mostly American’s this meant that the American business men were in control of Hawaii’s government.

     The Hawaiian kind died and his sister, Queen Liliuokalni, wanted to make a new constitution giving back the voting right back to the Hawaiians. The American business group did not like this because they will lost there control over the Hawaiian government. They organized a revolt 
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against the queen. The plantation owners took over all of the islands. They made a temporary government so that they can make Sanford B. Dole the president. The Islands were annexed by McKinley when he became president. The Hawaiian islands became a United States Territory.

     In Cuba, the Cubans fought for their independence from Spain. However, they lost. After, the United States invested heavily on the sugar plantations from Cuba. Cuban sugar was one of the main products on the markets in Cuba. The sugar was sold to the United States. But, since they invested in that sugar, they didn’t not have to charge a tariff. The economy fell apart after a tariff was imposed in 1984.

     The Cubans still didn’t have their independence. They started another war with Spain. Spain rebelled lead by General José Marti. He was the political activist who worked for Cuban independence. Spain sent down an army to Cuba. That army was lead by General Valeriana Weyler. This army put 300,000 Cubans in concentration camps. Most of them died from hunger and disease inside the camps. The news was out in the United States about what was going on with Spain and Cuba. New York did not like Spain so they made the events worst then it actually 

was. These stories were known as yellow journalism. William McKinley was elected in 1987. The Americans wanted the United States to rebel against the Spaniards. He tried to find a not 

violent way to end this. There were some results, (1) Spain sent General Weyler home, (2) changed the concentration camp policy, and (3) gave Cuba limited self-government.

    Spain made Americans very angry. There was a letter of a publication that insulted William McKinley stating that he was weak. This letter was written by a Spanish diplomat. Some of the Americans agreed that the president was weak but they didn’t want to hear this from a Spanish official. A battleship called the, U.S.S. Maine was docked in Cuba to protect American lives and 
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property from the Spanish. On board the chip was 260 officers and a big crew. The ship was destroyed on February 17, 1985. Everyone onboard died. People didn’t know what caused this tragedy. But the newspaper stated that Spain was to be blamed. Americans wanted a fight. The war was fought in Manila, Philippines, because there is a Spanish colony there for 300 years. Naval Commander George Dewey drove his fleet to Manila Bay and destroyed the Spanish fleet. They surrendered. They also blocked the harbor of Santiago de Cuba. None of the Spanish fleet could leave. Theodore Roosevelt led the Rough Riders to win an important battled of San Juan Hill. Spain surrendered giving back Cuba’s independence, gave the US Puerto Rice and the Pacific Islands, and paid $20. The United States gained three territories from the war with Spain.

     The Filipinos has been fighting for their independence for years. They were angry at the United States for annexing their islands. The Filipinos felt that the United States had promised them their Independence since they had promised independence for them. Emilion Aguinaldo was the rebel leader and he started a rebellion that he won in 1899. The United States set up a 

policy called the open door notes. This meant that all the ports to the Philipines were open and they stayed Independent.

      If it wasn’t for the American’s than Spain would have had Cuba’s Independence still. All the naval commanders fought in an exciting war in the philipines. Hawaii today wouldn’t be a state if the American’s didn’t economically and polically take over Hawaii. The American’s influenced  William McKinely to help rebel against Spain. American citizens wanted to help out the Filipinos and the Cubans for there Independence.

