History Chapter 5, section 1 and 2


Section 1

1. What was the Second Great Awakening? How is it related to the “impulse of reform?”

The Second Great Awakening was a wave of religious revivals in the United States during the early 1800’s. Reformers sought to end all practice that worked against self-restraint.

2. What were the social reforms undertaken by reform-minded citizens? Provide a description, generally, of each of the movements discussed in the reading selection.

Temperance Movement – people who could control themselves to be free to develop their character and contribute to their nation.

Public Education – the failure of individual character due to lack of good public education

Mental Health – mixed with prisoners, living in poor conditions.

3. What is the reformers’ view of the relationship between the individual and society?

That people of good character would make a country of good character.

4. What is Transcendentalism, and in what way is it considered to be a “reform movement?”

Transcendentalism is the belief that the most important truths in life went beyond human understanding. Transcendentalists prized self-reliance and the question of authority were ideal qualities for reformers.

5. Why is the early temperance movement considered, generally, to be a failure?

Because people were too addicted to alcohol that it would take a large group or movement before there would be a dramatic change.

6. For each of the following individuals, provide a brief explanation of their area of reform: Lyman Beecher, Henry David Thoreau, Horace Mann, and Dorothea Dix.

Lyman Beecher – an Evangelical reformer who believed people with good manners and characteristics can lead to a successful nation and hoped to improve the individual.

Henry David Thoreau – Transcendentalists who demonstrated the importance of individuals reforming their own lives, refused to pay taxes to the government believing that it would support the Mexican War. 

Horace Mann – Massachusetts lawyer who improved and built new public schools and universities under his leadership, hoping to improve education.

Dorothea Dix – Boston school-teacher who visited Massachusetts’ jail and demanded a different place for mentally ill people, arguing about the poor conditions of prison also.
Section 2

1. What does the term “suffrage” mean? What is its importance in this chapter?

Suffrage means the right to vote. The importance in this chapter is that more lower class white male who did not own land could now start voting.

3. How did the reform movements of the 1830s and 1840 advance the cause of women’s rights?

By ignoring women’s power in politics, their inferior position in society led their desire to be able to participate and have power, which resulted to a women’s right movement.
4. Who organized the Seneca Falls convention, and what was the purpose of this convention?
Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton organized the Seneca Falls convention. The purpose was to protest women’s lack of legal and political rights.

5. What was the cause of the clash between the working class and reformers?

The cause of the clash between the working class and reformers is religion difference.
6. What is the connection that exists between the abolitionist’s movement and the early women’s movement?
