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Chapter 2, section 3

Chapter 3, sections 1 and 2

Questions

1. The political power was centered on the state government.

2. The financial situation of the new United States was that they were bankrupt and the cause of that situation was the Revolutionary war and not able to tax.

3. The weakness of the Articles of Confederation was no power to tax, no power over the states, which were paying. These weaknesses had not much effect on the United States because that was what the Americans expected to happen.

4. The evidence in the reading that suggest before 1788 the national government was weak while the state government was powerful was the Pennsylvania Constitution of 1776.

5.  George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, James Madison, and Alexander Hamilton were people considered nationalists and their goals were to express their view of the weak government and create a stronger national government.

6. The twofold significance of Shays’ Rebellion is that the rebellion demonstrated a continuing commitment to defy the authority of any government when that government acted against the people’s wishes. Another significance is this was an example for nationalists of the kind of civil unrest that was coming if not acted soon.

7. The Shays’ Rebellion have the effect on the 1787 Philadelphia Convention of convincing many educated and prominent Americans that they had to act to prevent of what was going to happen to America’s future.

8. The nationalists called the years between 1781 and 1787 the Critical Period because they perceived as a time of social disorder and indecision about how to govern the new nation.

9. James Madison’s view of human nature and of government was that humans were selfish creatures driven by powerful emotions and personal interests but through proper government, humans can take control of themselves.

10. The difference between the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan was the two had a different ideal of a powerful, successful government,

11. The authors of the Constitution kept the people from directly electing the President by creating the Electoral College.

12. The purpose of the Elastic Clause was it states that the Constitution declares the Congress can make laws necessary and proper for the foregoing powers.

13. The authors of the Constitution believe that elections for Senators should only be held every six years because by doing so, the senators would not follow the whims of the people.

14. The difference between Federalists and Anti-Federalists was that Federalists were supporters of the constitution and the Anti-Federalists were the opposite.

15. The Anti-Federalists saw the new Constitution as a threat to freedom because it was led by older revolutionary figures.

16. The Federalists had to get the ratification of nine states in order to win approval for the new Constitution.

17. The arguments that supported the establishment of a Bill of Rights were that people wanted protection from government.

18. The Federalists thought the Bill of Rights was unnecessary because they were establishing a government of, for, and by the people.

19. The dangers that Americans would have encountered if the Bill of Rights had not been added were if that the government would become too powerful while Americans had no protection against it.

