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Politics in the Gilded Age

History book reading guide

1. The reason why the post-Reconstruction period in national politics is referred to as “the Gilded Age” is the widespread corruption in the government and business failure of the era’s presidents to solve the persistent economic and political problem plaguing the nation. Mark Twain coined the phrase.

2. Laissez-faire is the economic policy under which government takes a hands-off approach to economic matters and plays a limited role in business. This concept has a relationship to “Gilded Age” politics because the government could not interfere with business.

3. The business practices that led to government regulation were political machines and the spoil system. The political machine bribed people with offering help like money, job or some sort to get people to vote for someone. The spoil system was people elected, as government candidates would appoint members that were in favor with them.

4. The Pendleton Act and Interstate Commerce Act were government regulations passed in the Gilded Age.

5. The Spoil system is those who were elected to public office were free to appoint friends and supporters to government jobs, regardless of their qualifications or their honesty.

6. A political machine is unofficial organizations designed to keep a particular party or group in power. A political boss is a leader or boss of the unofficial organization.

7. The growth of cities and urban problems contributed to the rise of political machines and political bosses by these political machines giving job or money to others who needed it in under the condition of voting someone specific.

8. The advantages of political machines and bosses for urban residents were that they could get a job or money for just simply voting someone.

