The life of Ernest Rutherford

Birth/ Death date

• He was born on August 30rd, 1871 in Nelson, New Zealand.
• He died at the age of 66, in 1937.

Early/ College life
• Both of his brothers drowned when he was only 10 years old. 

• He attended school Nelson and Marlborough, and finished education in Canterbury, New Zealand.  
• He Studied Mathematics, Latin, English French, Physics at University of New Zealand, and Canterbury College.
• He received his masters of Arts degree in mathematics, mathematical physics, and in physical science. 

• During college, his nickname was “Quacks” by being the head of the rugby team. 
His achievements, awards
• He discovered in 1919 that an atom had a nucleus and electrons were floating around it.  
• In 1917 Rutherford had made his first observation of nuclear reaction.
• He was awarded the 1908 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for his investigations into the disintegration of the elements, the chemistry of radioactive substances and discovery of the atomic theory of the atom.
• He discovered “half-life” by the decay of radioactive material.
Interesting Facts

• Ernest Rutherford is considered the father of nuclear physics.

• When Rutherford studied at Cambridge, he worked under J.J. Thomson.

• His students were Ernest Marsden.
• Ernest Rutherford spoke at the International Congress, St Louis on Sep 22nd 1905 while representing Canada at the International Congress about the present problems in radioactivity.

