Manege de la Villette

By Jesse Lee Kercheval

In this slaughter yard
turned park, the carousel
is made of animals
rescued from a century
of carnivals—
a faded wooden rooster
winks his one glass eye
at a donkey who nods
his broken head
but cannot catch the speed boat
that rises, falls, rises, falls—
always just ahead.

My daughter, eleven,
is too big for her poor
earless pig but doesn't
want to know it.
My son, four, a tiny
Patton in his green tank
aims at a pressed tin horse
that's already lost a leg.
But then what's
one limb? La Villette
was butcher
for all of Paris,
the Verdun of animals.
Even the grass
grows a bright
cemetery green.

Poetry Analysis

1. In poem “Manege de la Villette” by Jesse Lee Kercheval is a narrative poem because it has a narrator and tells a story. 

2. My support for the poetry poem is that it tells us about the life of a butcher, what animals lives there and how their daughter and son live daily.

3. The mood of the poem is eerie.

4. The mood is conveyed in a way of mysterious like in line “cemetery green”.

5. The theme is how bad the life of a butcher is.

6. The theme is conveyed that the poem is using dark words such as “slaughter yard”.

7. In this poem, metaphor is used. Metaphor is a comparison. In the last line “cemetery green”. The comparison is from cemetery to green describing that the cemetery is peaceful but it really isn’t green.  Hyperbole is used in this poem. Hyperbole is an exaggeration. In line “rescued from a century of carnivals”, means that the animals have been saved from many different ages of carnivals.

8. In this poem, assonance is used on line “is too big for her poor”. Assonance is the rhyming sounds in similar assonance. The words too and poor.
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